Title: “When Men Slept” – Prayer Service 





12th May, 2013.
Introduction: There is this story in the Bible 1 Kings 3:19-26, about two women living together in a room, both of them gave birth to a baby at the same time. And so, it happened that one night, one of them overslept and laid on her baby to death. When she released that, she quickly exchanged her baby with the other one which was alive while the mother was deeply asleep!

When Men Slept! The enemy who prows around get the chance to operate! Shall we pray….

There is this second story, in the Bible, Matthew 13:24-28, the Bible says a sower went to sow a seed and after, went to sleep – without putting any proper measures to keep the garden safe. The enemy came into the garden and sow tares among the wheat! When Men Slept! The enemy is at work!
In this case, “when men slept” is not implying that sleeping is evil; neither is it saying we don’t have to sleep. But here, is an act of ignoring our roles and duties in this life! Forgetting the power of God at work in us! Losing our consciousness in our calling, life and business! When that happens, the enemy get the chance to operate and torture ourlives!
In Isaiah 62:6-7 (Eze. 3:16-18), “I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” Jerusalem – is the CITY of God. God has called us as watchmen over His city walls. We are to keep awake and be working day and night! We should not keep SILENT and give HIM NO REST! Until He has ESTABLISHED and MAKE His CITY – CHURCH a PRIASE in the EARTH! This is a role with a high sense of responsibility! No time for slothfulness or postponement or negligence! As somebody God has placed over His city walls to keep watch and do not give Him rest. He is co-partner with you for the safety of HIS CHURCH, therefore we are to give Him no rest until His glory is reveal over His CHURCH!
In Matthew 13:24 the Bible says…“… a man who sowed GOOD SEED in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.” The SEED that was sown was a GOOD SEED! Not a bad seed! In James 1:17, the Bible says “Every GOOD gift and every PERFECT gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” That child is given to you by God and is not a bad one! That husband or wife is the perfect one for you! That job or business or calling is what God has for you! Like the stories, …
· The young woman for whatsoever reason had a baby-meaning she was given a GOOD thing and therefore, has a responsibility.

· The sower for whatsoever reason had a garden and had sown a GOOD seed – meaning he was given a GOOD thing therefore has a duty!

· Today, for whatsoever reason, God has narrow down on you, chosen you out of your country, your family and among your siblings and among your classmates and has brought you to China – for a purpose! With a duty and responsibility!
We are all pregnant of God’s purpose! We are FULL of God’s purpose! To show His praise to all Nations! Therefore, we are also in that same light as the young woman and the sower! You may say how do I fit in there? The question is what did they do that is found in my life? 
The Bible says they all slept! – ignored their roles, duties, failed in their responsibility under God’s provision. Even though God gave them a GOOD thing but they were not able to keep watch over it, they could not invest into it what is needed to be kept. Like the husband or wife or children or business you have is a good thing but we are not able to keep watch and invest into it. God gave them that opportunity that they had with it provision but they failed to take care of it! Therefore, lost the honor thereof!
In Revelation 3:11, “Behold I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man takes thy crown.”

Beloved in the Lord, there is something we have that the enemy want to take away from us, because there is a REWARD for that. That REWARD is our CROWN which the enemy is seeking to take away when we lose our guide! When men slept, our visions/dreams/purpose for life is no MORE ACTIVE! They are dead, have been stolen! The enemy has exchanged our live vision/dream with his dead one all because we slept! The enemy is at work 24/7 to see us failed not in our ambition but God’s dreams for our life!
Today, we are also children of purpose! Saved by grace, filled with the Holy Ghost, living under the anointing of God’s power! Yet we can freely cheat, lie, harbor bitterness and anger, full of unforgiveness, very resentful, disobey God’s command without any sense of guilt! WHY? Has the WORD of GOD loses it POWER? NO! Then WHY are we no more PASSIONATE about GOD’s WILL? We LOOK ON comfortable when the HOUSE of God that ought to be a HOUSE of PRAYER is turned into a place of MECHANDISE! Because we have all slept and killed our babies, slept and our babies are stolen or exchanged, slept and left our gardens unprotected! Anyone can walk into it and torture our dreams and visions. We have NO POWER to say NO to illicit relationships, illicit sex and activities. We are sleeping with men and women who are not our spouse’s! Therefore, our visions and dreams are dead, lack the POWER to bring about God’s GLORY in our lives!
People of God, it is high time for us to RETURN to our GOD – the Bible says in Isaiah 55:6-7, “Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.” The Lord is still SOUNDING His trumpet CALL, for us to RETURN and SEEK while He may be found… Maybe …. 
· Maybe you are like the first woman today, you have lost your consciousness in life. God’s given vision-dream-purpose in your life is no more active! Therefore, nothing seems to hold in your life. You have sold them for pleasure, business success or financial gain! Today, when we embarked on something and all seems well, before we released something has happened and that opportunity is no more! Nothing seems to hold! Things keep falling apart! Christ has good news for us! He can give you that POWER back! If we will RETURN to SEEK HIM! Or …
· Maybe you are also like the second woman, you have slept to the extent that your enemy has exchanged your live vision/dream/purpose with a dead one. Our eternal glory, our Heavenly crown have been exchanged with this world’s treasure and fame. We have no PASSION to our calling or our dreams – yet we are up working with our dead visions/dreams/purposes to satisfy our own conscience. Wasting our time, energy and resources on good intentions that are not God’s will for our life. All the same Christ has good news for us! He can RESTORE back! If we will RETURN to SEEK HIM! Or …
· Maybe you are like the sower, after all your hard work and labor. Instead of sacrificing a bit to put protective measures on our investment, we failed and took it for granted. We might have failed to add Faith, Patience, Endurance, LOVE as a result; the enemy has come to sow bitterness in our heart, unforgiveness, anger, etc.  
No matter our condition or which of the three we find ourselves, God has good news for us! If ONLY WE will RETURN to HIM and SEEK HIM. This morning WE are RETURNING to the LORD our CREATOR. Shall we stand up and pray together. 

WHEN MEN SLEPT! The enemy came in and sown pain and discomfort! 

Jeremiah 6:17-19 “Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, 'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!' But they said, 'We will not listen.' Therefore hear, YOU NATIONS, and know, O CONGREGATION, what is among them. Hear, O EARTH! Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people — the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not heeded My words Nor My law, but rejected it.”
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